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The Prospects of Activating Civil Society Institutions to Foster Integration
Among the Countries of the Arab Maghreb

Abstract:

The main purpose of the present research is to investigate the role played by
Civil Society institutions in activating the integration between the countries of the
Arab Maghreb, given the significant importance of Civil Society, which has
become lately one of the most relied-upon means to address many issues that
governments struggle with. The increasing interest in the activities of civil society
has led Maghreb countries to recognize the importance of these civic spaces by
enacting laws allowing them to operate legally and in an orderly manner. Among
the prominent issues pursued by Maghreb Civil Society is the issue of integration
and cooperation among Maghreb countries to achieve the aspirations of unity
through the Maghreb Union.

The research topic, in order to assess the effectiveness and role of Civil
Society, leans upon various research tools related to the theoretical aspect, such as
approaches and theories explaining the concepts of Civil Society and Integration,
as well as the legal framework through which Civil Society institutions in Maghreb
countries operate. Observation has also been utilized as another tool to shed light
on various Civil Society organizations in Maghreb countries, which vary in their
activities, by tracking their activities to monitor their participation and contribution
to supporting the Maghreb Unity project.

The main findings of the research include:

- Civil Society institutions strive to unify efforts to build a strong and effective
Maghreb Union.

- The role of Maghreb Civil Society activities and their contribution to activating
integration among the countries of the region is primarily linked to their
effectiveness and level of independence.

- Achieving the Maghreb Union has become an urgent necessity to confront

internal and external challenges facing the countries.
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- The cost of "Non-Arab Maghreb" is high in price, and the main affected parties

are the peoples of the entire region.

Keywords: Civil Society, Integration, Arab Maghreb, Activation, Maghreb Union
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