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Abstract:

In this article, we attempt to examine an issue that has a profound
impact on the critical judgments of contemporary Arab critics. This
issue has formed the intellectual background from which they start

553




ASWJ,\@\J/J

from almost all critical judgments. This is an issue of "arbitrary
linguistic signification". We will try to show that the intellectual load,
on which the relationship between the word and the meaning is based
on in the linguistic thought of the West, cannot be projected on the
intellectual system of Arabic language. This relationship is based on
the concept of "arbitrariness," which has to do with anotherimportant
term "humility". We will also try to reveal the ambiguity of the words
said by some Arab linguists especially Abdel Qaher Eldjarjani. The
article will focus on three linguists, one Western, de Saussure, and two
Arabs: Abdel-Qaher al-Jarjani and Ibn Jinni.
Key words : language sign, arbitrariness, subject or modesty, thank
you, first and last.
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